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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad… I Thes. 1:8
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Looking Beyond – what about Looking Around?
Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our area of activity among you will greatly expand,

so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. 

For we do not want to boast about work already done in another man's territory.

This issue of The ECHOS marks its 9th Anniversary and that of the Mission Night which was first held on October 16, 1997 in place of one of the weekly Prayer Meetings of Burmah Road Gospel Hall, Penang. Both were introduced to create mission awareness of assembly missionaries and their work in the world – the regions beyond. At that time, very few in the Penang assemblies heard of them though many were familiar with para-church organizations and missions, and others have gone out to serve the Lord associated with them.
Since then many assembly missionaries, local and foreign, are now familiar figures either in person or in prayer items in the assemblies. Their work has been highlighted and there is a constant concern of what happens to these faithful servants of the Lord and their work and welfare. A case in point was the tremendous response to the needs of the Lord’s servants mentioned for special prayer in the last issue of The ECHOS because of their sicknesses and the financial needs required to treat them.

At the last Mission Night, a total of RM14,830.00 was collected with RM10,920.00 specially designated to ten servants of the Lord for their medical needs, with each one receiving a minimum of RM500.00 and a maximum of RM2,500.00 according to their needs. We thank the Lord and His people for their generosity. We are sure too that there were others who gave personally to these missionaries and still others who contributed through their local assemblies. Only the Lord knows them and will reward them accordingly. [See Acknowledgement of Gifts and continue to pray for them. Their needs are mentioned in Profile 2 – The Lord’s Labourers.]
Over these nine years, this is only part of a small contribution which the Lord has enabled The ECHOS, the Mission Night and the assemblies in Penang to discharge their responsibilities towards assembly missions.

It is heartening and encouraging to note too that Burmah Road Gospel Hall since then has commended their second worker, Chan Mei Lai to serve the Lord in Indonesia in 2005, having commended KC Ung to a teaching ministry outside Penang earlier in 1996. Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall had also commended Daniel Jevaraj to the work in Taiping while Island Glades Gospel Centre also commended Annie Khoo Seok Chin to the Lord’s work in Suong, Cambodia early this year. 
However, with the sending of workers into the field and gifts to support other missionaries, there is still the need to apply the Great Commission to the local scene – the regions around. The assemblies in Penang have not been expanding as fast and as wide as they ought to. In about 150 years of assembly testimony, Penang has only six full-fledged assemblies (two on the mainland and four on the island) with the possibility of another one on the mainland recognized as such at the beginning of next year. 
In years past, the Penang assemblies had a wide range of assembly outreach activities which today need to be revived, not in the exact format, but perhaps, modified to serve the needs of prevailing circumstances. It was through these activities that the Gospel reached out to many unsaved individuals and groups.

Ministry in the Schools  ●  ●  ●  Many members at Burmah Road Gospel Hall were school teachers in the fifties through the eighties. The first School Prayer Group was started at 27 Free School Road, the residence of Mr. Tan Wah Kim, a teacher in Penang Free School. His wife, a music teacher, started another one in the music room at St. George’s Girls’ School. Through these prayer groups, young people were introduced to the Youth Groups in the assembly. The YFC (Youth for Christ), SU (Scripture Union) and the ISCF (Inter-School Christian Fellowship) later were formed and many of the leaders were from the assemblies. Today, the leadership of such groups is in the hands of others. Is it a wonder therefore that attendance in the youth groups in the assemblies has declined to a very great extent, and with it, the feeding of adult ministry is suffering. Assembly Christian teachers played a very important part then. They were the pillars in the Sunday School Staff, the leaders in the Youth Groups and in youth-related activities such as Bible Camps, Sunday School Seminars, church choirs, etc. Today there are hardly any young teachers in the assemblies! Graduate teachers cannot be found to head our assembly mission schools and the Government has to appoint non-Christian principals in such schools in the Klang Valley!
Ministry in the Medical Schools   ●  ●  ●  There was a time when it could be said that if one threw a stone in the air, it would land on the head of a teacher or a nurse. Our student and qualified nurses would head the Nurses’ Christian Fellowship and a van was sent to the Nurses’ Hostel to fetch trainee nurses to the assembly meetings. Today, hardly any new nurses are found in the Penang assemblies!
Ministries in Welfare work   ●  ●  ●   Prison ministry: Mr. Sidney Adams was interned at Changi Prison in Singapore during the Japanese Occupation period. He made friends with a fellow-prisoner who was later appointed Superintendent of Prisons and started a ministry among prisoners visiting them regularly to preach the Gospel to them. Officially, no assembly is now associated with this ministry!

Uniformed unit ministry: Adams was also the State Commissioner of St. John Ambulance, and as such, he was able to exercise some Christian influence among them. Few, if any, of our members today are involved in uniformed units among youths and in the community – our members have little contact with the society around us!
Ministry to the aged, sick and lonely: Regular visits were made to welfare homes and homes for the aged either monthly or on festival days to minister to the needy and pass on gifts and tracts to them, as well as preach the Gospel when opportunities arose. Regular visits to hospitals with tract distribution were a common feature culminating in the singing of Christmas Carols to bring cheer to the patients. Weekly visits were also made to Pulau Jerajak Leper Settlement where the assemblies had a Gospel Hall building for the believers to meet for the breaking of bread. This Camp had been transferred to Sungei Buluh and this year the Cheras Gospel Centre assembly has repainted and restored the Gospel Hall building there to bring back the assembly believers. A Christian brother from the Pulau Jejarak days is now leading this group.
Music ministry   ●  ●  ●   Burmah Road Hall (BRH then) was well-known for the musicians in the assembly; even Radio Malaya recognized this and broadcast their Gospel meetings and Christmas Carols. The variety of musical instruments and the high quality of the musical presentations were often a draw that attracted outsiders in for their Christmas presentations. Today, a few assembly meetings have to be conducted without the piano – there are not enough pianists to take their turn!
Church Planting Ministry   ●  ●  ●   Since the 1950’s assemblies in Penang grew by only one every ten years with hardly any self-reproduction. In most Penang assemblies, there is no more the weekly Sunday evening Gospel meeting characteristic of the earlier years. At the same time, hardly any other outreach activity has replaced it except perhaps for a few cell groups of Bible study and an occasional Gospel Nite or Campaign once a while in a year. There seems to be an “in-reach” ministry of waiting for unbelievers to come in rather than an out-reach ministry to the people outside!
Other Visionary Projects   ●  ●  ●   Are the Penang assemblies capable of coming together to start schools, hospitals, welfare homes, and other community projects that can connect with the society around them? Is community service not part of the evangelization process of the Great Commission? It seems visionary but it is also part of the missionary vision.
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.

Matt. 25:34-36
Perhaps the Penang assemblies together with The ECHOS and Mission Night should NOW be looking to the Lord for the building up of the testimony of the local assemblies. As we thank the Lord for these nine years of looking outwards to the regions beyond, it is time that we look at the neighbouring fields around us in the future to keep things in balance. 

The ECHOS and the Mission Night thank God and all the Penang assemblies (as well as others outside Penang) and individual prayer-partners for all these nine years of support.

   ●   ●   ●   THANK YOU ALL OF YOU AND THE LORD BE PRAISED    ●   ●   ●     
Blessed 9th Anniversary !
  TO GOD BE THE GLORY






